
SHEPWAY council could
face a bill of almost £300,000
if it is forced to pay for
repairs to the Leas Lift, hav-
ing just given up its lease.

The historic seaside attraction
closed for the foreseeable future on
Tuesday last week, despite huge pub-
lic protest, amid claims that it would
cost too much to run.

According to the council, the lift cost
£90,000 per year to keep operating Ð

but only brought in £30,000 in revenue,
prompting the authorityÕs Cabinet not
to renew its agreement with Radnor
Estate, which owns the site.

However, any attempts to bring the
lift back into service are dependant
on negotiations between the two par-
ties over who pays for essential
repairs dating back more than 30
years.

A Shepway council spokesman

confirmed the exact figure ear-
marked for dilapidation claims was
£294,000 but that this was Ònot writ-
ten in stoneÓ and any amount
claimed by the estate would be auto-
matically contested.

Charles Evans, of Smith-Woolley
and Perry, who are representing the
estate, said a financial settlement
with the council was being waited on.

He said he had received Òone or twoÓ
enquiries from people interested in
running the lift but was waiting to see

CONTINUED ON PAGE 3
Hundreds of people turned up in Hawkinge on Sunday to see Olympic
gold-medallist Linford Christie, pictured here with fan Abigail Cope.

The 100m runner, who won in Barcelona in 1992, was joined by fellow
Olympian and relay winner Darren Campbell to promote the national
Street Athletics roadshow, which aims to get youngsters of all abilities
involved. Mr Christie said: •We just want to get as many kids taking part
in athletics as possible. It will be great for them.Ž 

The show took place in the Lidl car park and hundreds of children aged
from four to 18 took part in a variety of running events.

Ruby Sutton, 15, went along to see the Olympic star. She said: •It was
great fun and I•m sure lots of those taking part will be inspired to go on
to do more.Ž More details at www.streetathletics.co.uk
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